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Filament Standard Author Agreement 

This agreement is between the Author; 
 

Name 

Address 

Telephone 

Email 

And Christopher Day of Filament Publishing Ltd of   

16, Croydon Road, Waddon, Croydon, Surrey CR0 4PA 

In respect of the book (title):   

 

Title:                                                                                       Publication Date: 

 

ISBN; 

 

To be published under the imprint;-  Filament  

 

Dated:    

1. Parties   

This is a Publishing Agreement between Filament Publishing Ltd (“Publisher”) and the author 

(“Author”) shown above. This agreement relates only to the all versions of the book listed above, 

herein referred to as "Work."   

2. License to Publish   

In consideration of the payments hereinafter mentioned the Author, and any collaborators, assign to 

the Publisher rights to produce or reproduce the Work (or any expansion or abridgement of the 

Work or any part of the Work) in the English language, in all forms physical, audio, electronic, and all 

editions throughout the world for the full legal term of copyright. 

3. Copyright and Author’s Moral Right 

 Copyright in the Work shall remain the property of the Author and the Publisher shall print a 

copyright notice in compliance with the provisions of the Universal Copyright Convention in every 

copy of the Work they publish or license to be published. 
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4. Governing Law 

This Agreement is subject to English Law and the parties to the Agreement submit and agree to the 

jurisdiction of the English courts.   

5.  Editorial acceptance of the manuscript 

This agreement is subject to the manuscript being accepted by the Editorial Department of Filament 

Publishing Ltd.  The Publisher will inform the Author that the manuscript submission has been 

accepted by the Editorial Department for publication. If the manuscript is rejected, no payment will 

be due and the author will have no other liability.  

6. Author Warranties 

The Author hereby warrants to the Publisher and its licensees: 

(a) That they have full power to make this Agreement and that the Work will not in any way be an 

infringement of any existing copyright or license. 

(b) That the Work is capable of protection by copyright throughout the world. 

(c) That the Work will contain nothing of a libelous scandalous or obscene character. 

(d) It is understood that material contained in the Work is by its very nature knowledge based and to 

that extent some of it may relate to topics already covered in previous titles issued by the Author. 

(e) The Author shall be responsible for obtaining any necessary permissions in respect of any 

quotations from other sources included in the Work. 

(f) The Author shall indemnify and keep indemnified the Publisher and any party whom the Publisher 

indemnifies in the ordinary course of business in respect of the Work against loss injury or damaged 

occasioned to the Publisher and other parties so indemnified in consequence of any breach of these 

warranties or arising out of any claim alleging that the Work constitutes a breach of these 

warranties. This indemnification shall extend to any legal costs or expenses and any compensation 

costs and disbursements paid by the Publisher and the other parties so indemnified to compromise 

or settle any claim.  The Publisher shall in the normal course of events consult with the Author 

before settling any claim 

(g) In the event of any claim being made the Publisher may reserve against any sum due to the 

Author under this Agreement any cost relating to such claim until final settlement. 

(h)  The author agrees to supply the publisher with a fully proofed and corrected manuscript in an 

acceptable electronic form within eight weeks from the date of signing of this agreement. All editing 

and proofreading costs are the responsibility of the author. Should any subsequent errors be found 

in the manuscript, the cost of correcting these is the responsibility of the author. 

(i) All necessary photographs, illustrations and graphics shall be supplied by the author at their cost 

separate to the manuscript as JPEG images at a minimum of 300dpi. All images must be licensed for 

use in the book and such licenses paid for by the author.. 

(i) The above warranties and indemnities shall survive the termination of this Agreement. 
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7. Copyright protection 

The Author authorises the Publishers to take all appropriate measures to copyright the Work in the 

name of the Author. If during the existence of this Agreement the copyright in the Work is or might 

be infringed, the Publishers shall at their cost and expense, take such legal action (in the Author’s 

name if necessary) as may be required to restrain such infringement and/or seek damages. The 

Publishers shall consult with the Author at all stages including but not by way of limitation any 

proffered settlement and will take account of the opinions of the Author at all stages. 

The amount received in such action after deducting reasonable and properly incurred expenses of 

the suit shall be divided so as to provide the Author with the royalty income which the Author would 

have been entitled to receive had the copyright not been infringed. 

8. Distribution   

The Author grants to the Publisher the right to store, transmit, use and distribute copies of the Work 

to facilitate the publication, printing and sales process. This includes distributing copies of the book 

to all booksellers and other vendors or Affiliates.    

Subject to the authors preferences as set out in the 'Schedule of Services' which forms a part of this 

agreement, the Publisher agrees to set-up the Work for full worldwide distribution , which will mean 

the book being available both to book stores as well as all the major online retailers. This will include 

online sites such as Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Waterstone’s, and also be made available to book 

stores through major wholesalers such as Gardners, Ingrams and Bertrams. We also sell direct to the 

book trade, at international book fairs, events and via our own online shop. 

9. Original Materials 

The Publishers shall take responsible care of all materials supplied to them by the authors but shall 

not be held responsible for any accidental loss or damage to the typescript or disk by fire or 

otherwise while it is in their custody or in the course of production. The Author shall keep a 

duplicate copy of the typescript and disk until printed copies of the Work are available but shall not 

be held responsible for any accidental loss or damage to the typescript or disk by the Author or 

otherwise whilst it is in his custody care or control. 

10. Design and Origination 

It is the authors responsibility to either 

 (a) provide the publisher with print ready artwork for both the full cover as well as the book 

page layout. Or 

 (b) pay for the design and layout of the book.  

The author has the choice of using the publishers design and layout services at their advertised 

rates, or of engaging external designers to complete this work. 

Any provided artwork must comply with our design and layout requirements. 
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11. Proof Copy 

Prior to printing of their book, authors are provided with a proof copy of their book. This may be in 

the form or an electronically supplied PDF files, an unbound proof with a separate printed cover, or a 

bound volume.  It is the authors responsibility to read the proof carefully and to approve it as being 

correct and free of errors. Only once this approval has been formally given will printing commence. 

The publishers cannot be held responsible for subsequent errors that might emerge after the book 

proof has been accepted by the author.   

12. Responsibility for publishing 

Based on the book specification agreed with the author,  the Publishers shall have control over the 

publication of the Work, including the manufacturing, paper, printing and embellishments,  the 

number and distribution of free copies for review, and the price and terms of sale of this and 

subsequent editions and whether it be made available electronically as well as in paper form. The 

Publishers will perform a final proofread of the book files prior to printing. 

13. Author Royalties 

The publishers will be responsible for collecting and accounting for  royalties received from all 

sources.  Royalty statements will be prepared on a regular basis and payments made at least twice a 

year. No payment need be made in respect of any period of six months in which the sum due is less 

than £25, in which case the amount will be carried forward to the next accounting date, but if such 

sum of less than £25 is carried forward to the next accounting date all sums due will be liquidated at 

the next accounting date even if the sum due shall still be less than £25 

Should the Author receive an overpayment of monies under the terms of this Agreement, the 

Publishers may deduct the amount of this overpayment from any further sums that may accrue to 

the Author, on this Work in any edition. 

If the author is contracted to  a Literary Agent, all royalty payments will be made via the Agent for 

them to disperse to the author under the terms of their Agency Contract.  If this is the case, then 

details of the Literary Agent shall be shown in the 'Schedule of Services' which forms a part of this 

Agreement. 

 The net income received from book trade sales will vary depending on the territory, 

currency and the route to market 

 Net receipts are shared equally between the author and the publisher in all instances 

 Royalties paid are deemed to be VAT inclusive if applicable 

 In the event that monies for services provided to the author are outstanding, these will be 

deducted from royalties due to be paid, until the author's account is clear. 

 Royalties are paid on a six month cycle and are independently audited by our accountants, 

Marden & Co.  Author royalty statements are uploaded to the author's private area on the 

Author Project Management System at regular intervals. 

 Author royalties are not paid on copies of the book bought by the Author themselves direct 

from the Publisher. 
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14. Authors own copies 

Authors may order any quantities of their book for direct sales by themselves in any marketplace. 

We do not place any restrictions on where authors can sell their books. Copies of the book will be 

provided at the authors price of 40% of the cover price of the book - giving the author a 60% profit 

on the their on sales.   

15. Storage of Books 

We can provide facilities to store quantities of books ordered by the author. This service is provided 

at the authors expense and is charged on a sliding scale depending on the quantity held in stock at 

any one time. 

16. Overstocked books 

When the Publishers believe that copies of the Work are not readily saleable at regular prices within 

a reasonable time, they may, (but not earlier than 24 months from the date of the first publication) 

dispose of such copies, at arm’s length to the Publisher, as surplus for the best price obtainable. The 

Publisher will inform the Author of any price offered for the surplus copies. The Author will have a 

right for 21 days to match the offer. If the offer is not matched by the Author the Publisher shall be 

free to dispose of the surplus copies of the Work at the price originally offered by the Publisher to 

the Author. If such copies are disposed of at more than the Publishers’ manufacturing cost, a royalty 

shall be paid to the Author on the receipts of such disposition. If, however, such copies are disposed 

of at manufacturing cost or less, no payment shall be made to the Author with respect to such 

copies. 

17. Out of Print 

 Should the Publisher at any time allow the Work to go out of print, the Author shall be entitled by 

notice in writing to request them to publish a reprint or a further edition, and in the event of their 

failing either to publish a reprint within six months of such a request or to offer within three months 

to publish a further edition, all rights not disposed of shall revert to the Author, who shall be free to 

license any other person to publish the Work, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any part 

of this Agreement. 

18.  Revised Editions 

 If the Publishers determine that a new or revised edition of this Work is desirable, they shall firstly 

give the Author the opportunity of preparing the same. If the Author is unable or unreasonably 

unwilling to perform such a revision, the Publishers may agree with the Author for the preparation 

of the revised edition by such other person or persons as they may think proper, such person or 

person to be approved by the Author such approval not to be unreasonably withheld. In such event 

the Publisher shall be entitled to continue to pay the person or person responsible for the revised 

edition either by a royalty or by a fee. Such payment shall be a first charge on the proceeds of 

exploitation of such a new edition and shall be deducted from sums payable to the Author. 
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17. Copies to the British Library   

As part of a legal obligation, the Publisher agrees to submit six printed copies of the book,  to the 

British Library Legal Deposit Office  

18. Filament Services 

Filament Publishing will provide those services selected by and paid for by the author and which 

form the 'Schedule of Services'. This schedule forms a part of this agreement and is subject to our 

terms of business.  

19. Marketing and Promotion 

The details of marketing, media and promotional activities provided by the publishers are described 

in the 'Schedule of Services' which forms a part of this Agreement. It is the expectation of the 

publishers that the author is active in social media; is building an email marketing list; have an 

author website; is promoting themselves as a public speaker and are also active in promoting 

themselves to the media.  

20. Disputes 

If there is an issue with any aspect of our service, we need to know quickly so that something can be 

done to rectify the matter. Our out of hours number is 07802 211587. We believe that it is not what 

happens that matters, only what is done about it.  We take our responsibilities very seriously and 

fully understand and respect the needs of our authors.  The email chris@filamentpublishing.com is 

monitored at regular intervals both in and out of office hours. 

If either the Publisher or Author fail to fulfill or comply with any of the provisions of this Agreement 

within one month after the written notification from the other party of such failure, or if the 

Publishers go into liquidation (other than a voluntary liquidation for the purposes of reconstruction, 

in which case the Publishers shall be entitled to assign the benefit and burden of this Agreement to 

their holding company or any subsidiary of their holding company), this Agreement shall 

automatically determine without prejudice to any claim which the Publishers or Author may have 

one against the other for monies due and/or damages or otherwise. If the Publisher is the defaulting 

party in this Clause all rights under this Agreement shall revert to this Author subject to repayment 

of any monies advanced who shall be free to deal with these rights notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary or implied in any part of this Agreement. 

 This Agreement shall bind and ensure to the benefit of the heirs, executors, administrators and legal 

representatives of the Author and their successors and assigns of the Publishers. However, all 

obligations of the Author other than the right to receive payments are personal and non-assignable. 

 The parties shall use their best efforts to negotiate in good faith and settle any dispute amicably 

that may arise out of or relate to this Agreement or a breach thereof. If any dispute cannot be 

settled amicably by ordinary negotiations by the parties, then within 30 days of a written request by 

one party to the other the dispute shall be referred to arbitration in accordance with this Clause. On 

such reference any questions or differences which may arise concerning this Agreement shall be 

referred to a single Arbitrator to be agreed upon by the parties to this Agreement, or failing 

agreement as to the appointment of an Arbitrator within 30 days either party may apply for an 

Arbitrator appointed by the Chairman and President of the London Chamber of Commerce under 
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the Arbitration Act 1950, such Arbitrator to have all the powers conferred on Arbitrators by the 

Arbitration Act 1996 or any statutory codification or re-enactment thereof for the time being in 

force.  

This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties relating to the subject 

matter of this Agreement and, save as may be expressly referred to or references in this Agreement, 

supersedes all prior representations, writings, negotiations or understandings except in respect of 

any fraudulent misrepresentations made by either party. 

21. Author Right of Cancellation  

 This Author may terminate this agreement at any time and for any reason as long as a 30-day e-mail 

notice is given to the Publisher. Email notification of termination of agreement by the Author should 

be sent to chris@filamentpublishing.com that if you cancel your agreement before production work 

has started on your book, you will be entitled to a full refund, minus payment processing charges, 

not to exceed 5% of fee paid. If your book is already in production prior to being available to print at 

date of your email, you will only be liable for a 25% refund on the fee paid. If the book is already in 

print, then no refund will be applicable. Upon cancellation, the book will be removed from sale and 

will be shown as 'no longer available' on the book trade ordering systems 

22.Title Maintenance   

The availability of the Work to the book trade is subject for renewal on the anniversary of 

publication every year. Unless you notify us to the contrary, we will maintain the title on all trade 

databases worldwide. The cost of  renewal will be £30.00 per year.  

23. Agreement Acceptance     

 The Publisher agrees to the terms in this agreement. By the Author adding their name below they 

state that they have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this Agreement in the same 

manner as if they had manually signed the agreement. The Publisher may ask for, and the Author 

consent to provide, a signed, printed copy of the agreement if required.   

The attached schedule of services and our Terms and Conditions form a part of this agreement. 

 

 

 

 

     Chris Day  for Filament Publishing Ltd (date)                             Signed on behalf of the author (date) 

 

Filament Publishing Ltd of  16, Croydon Road, Waddon, Croydon, Surrey CR0 4PA 
Telephone +44(0)20 8688 2598   Email: info@filamentpublishing.com                                                    

Website: www.filamentpublishing.com   VAT Number 905904231       Company Number 3715385 
Members of The Independent Publishers Guild 


